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HIGHLAND 
THING 


Och aye it's Burns' Night 






CONTINUE 


CLAIMS of “ethnic cleans- 
ing” and an impromptu one- 
minute silence disrupted last 
night's talks over the fate of 
hundreds of travellers at two 
camps in Basildon. 

Campaigners from the illegal 
Dale Farm traveller site, stood in 


By JON AUSTIN 

Political reporter 

silence to respect John and 
Kathleen McCarthy, who perished 
at the Grays Hill site last May in a 
mobile home blaze. 

Councillors, debating whether to 
confirm last June s decision to carry 


out Europe's biggest ever eviction, 
appeared dumbfounded by the request 
and reluctantly joined in. 

Afterwards, protestors launched a 
stinging attack as councillors began to 
reaffirm the eviction 
Dale Farm spokesman Richard 
Sheridan said Basildon Council 
• Continued P2 


Low turnout for waste plant meeting 
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Many were upset at the thought of 
waste being brought from as far away 
as Brentwood. Harlow and Epptng 
Forts! 

Afterwards. Tory Andrew Baggott. 
for Pltsea North West one of flve 
district councillors to attend vowed 
to Lake residents' concerns to County 


Hall in a last-ditch bid to stop the 
plant being built. 

He said: “There are four main 
issues which are fundamentally 
important to local residents - import 
ing waste from all over Essex, traffic , 
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TOO LONG 
TILL PAYDAY? 

We will advance you money against 
your personal cheques supported 
by a valid cheque 
guarantee card 



CHEQUECA$HING 

49 Furtherwick Road, Canvey Island, Essex 
Tel: 01268 681118 

134 London Road, Tarpots, Ben fleet, Essex 
Tel: 01 268 566663 
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■ hmor MARTM McMBU. 

01290 400073 mwwi rwcnaO oom 
or SARA TAYtO« 


Don’t dump this on 
us, plead residents 



■ Tina - make it worse 

WASTE plant protestors 
made their feelings crys 
tal clear at last night's 
two-hour meeting. 

Tina Johnson. 43. of 
HovefVelds Drive. Wickford. 
who lives just a quarter -of 
a-mile from the proposed 
development, said "I shall 
be living right next to this 
monstrosity if it is built. 

“Our homes are already- 
polluted by the traffic and 
the factories nearby and 
this will make things even 
worse. 1 cannot even open 
the windows at my home 
already, and this plant can 
only bring us more pollu 


■ Ron - had enough 
■ By ROB PRITCHARD 

Northlands Park Neigh 
bourhood Committee, said 
residents had had enough 
of being “dumped on” 

He said: “I have lived in 
this town since 1959 and I 
have watched it as all the 
county’s rubbish has been 
chucked on 1L We have had 
enough " 

Rob Hill, chairman of 
the committee, has been 
fighting the plans for su 
years He said: “If this is 
built, it will be a concrete 
monstrosity on the 
doorstep of Basildon, and 
it must be stopped 
"Unfortunately the 


■ Rob - must stop it 

threat will always remain 
that they will build an 
incinerator on the site 
unless a clause In the 
Waste Local Plan is 
removed. 

“The other biggest prob 
lem is that of the mechani 
cal biological treatment 
works which they want to 
put in and which will pro- 
duce waste which can only 
be buried in the ground or 
burned. 

Tory Kevin Blake, a 
Bui stead ward councillor, 
said: “This is a political 
issue, but It is not political 
in the eyes of residents 
who do not wsnt thi* pfnrd 
built m their town." 


Low turnout 
for new waste 
plant meeting 


• From PI 

public safety and incin- 
eration of waste. 

“I don't believe this is 
a done deal and nor do 
the labour councillors, 
otherwise we would not 
have held this meet 
ing." 

Sue Barnes, of Great 
Leighs Way. Pitsea. 
said: “Basildon takes a 
lot of rubbish from 
people living eLsewhere 
and this is just another 
example of that. 

“We already have 
Pitsea tip and the 
Nevendon treatment 
works and now there is 
even talk of them 
building a prison in the 
area. 

I County 


Council la Just like 
everybody else look 
ing down on Basildon 
and dumping every- 
thing on the town and 
its people " 

County council 

chiefs. meanwhile, 
insisted residents' 
views were Important. 

Peter Martin, cabinet 
member for environ- 
ment. planning and cul- 
ture. said: “This Is defi- 
nitely not a done deal. 

“There will be plenty 
of opportunities for the 
public to give us their 
views." 

The county council 
will hold a series of 
presentations in 

Basildon between 

February IS and 24. 




Echo NEWSDESKS 


■ SOUTHEND 01702 321151 

■ BASILDON 01266 469389 

■ CASTLE POINT 01 702 321 147 

■ E-MAIL: KhurwMtnqi com 

■ FAX 0126B46B2B1OI7U2 321157 

■ PICTURES: ecftopwOnqe com 


ADS & DELIVERIES 


■ HOME DELIVERY 0800 9630227 
or e-ma* ocnodahamosBnqa oom 

■ DISPLAY ADVERTISING 

01266 622792 or 01 702 321 150 

■ CLASSWEDS 01266 633833 

■ PHOTOSALES 0645 22361 13 


A LABOUR councillor 
was today being reported 
to the Standards Board 
amid claims he failed to 
heed advice not to sit on 
the vote 

Tory Basildon Council 
eader Mai culm Buckley 
said Vange councillor 
Swatantra Nandanwar 
should have declared an 
interest and left the meet 
ing because he had 
already decided his view 
on the Dale Farm eviction 
prior to the meeting 

He had previously 
joined a campaign launch 
at the site and spoke 
directly against action In 

lb. hi ho 

Mr Nandanwar. who 
declared the interest he 
was on the Essex Racial 
Equality Council went an 
to to vote against evictions 

He said “I went to the 
site objectively to view 
the situation and hear 
comments from trav- 
eller I have kept an open 
mind on the issue 


■ Heads down - people at the meeting yesterday Picture: ROB BROWNE lblus 

Traveller eviction confirmed 


• From PI 

wanted to “ethnically 
cleanse* travellers from 
Us boundaries. 

Campaigner Grafton 
Puxon added “You could 
n‘t talk about sharing out 
Jews or Indians this is 
the talk of a racist coun 
cil that wants to wage 
war on travellers. We will 
now wage war on the 
council.'’ 

Hefure the heated talks 
at the Basildon Centre, 
campaigners held a can 
die Ilf protest outside 
waving banners saying 


“where’s the justice?" 

Private security guards 
stood guard, and police 
were on standby 

Councillors were dec id 
Ing if they should coo 
firm the original Dale 
Farm decision and an 
es tart ion of (he Gypsy Hill 
site al Huvdlrld* Drive. 
Wickford. before impend 
ing judicial reviews. 

In a replay of the ortgi 
nal vote, travellers were 
applauded after making 
pleas to stay put. Uul 
Sylvia Buckley, develop 
men! control and traffic 


management committee 
chairman, said: “1 have 


mat ion. but from whal 
I've seen there are no 


“We need to urge the 
Government to change 
the law so ail councils are 
forced to provide sues.” 

Councillors have also 
voted to evict the Five 
Acres site in Benefield* 
Drive. Eleven families 
failed to obey an order to 
leave by December 1 « and 
will now be served 


racist - 
leader 


BASILDON Council 
leader Malcolm Buckley 
today hit back at claims 
his authority is “racist. ” 

He said "Grattan 
Puxon’s i umments were 
disgraceful 

"IT he accuaes the coun- 
cil of racism when we are 
the third highest prov ider 
af sites in «he country it 
mean* he won t be satis- 
fied until evwry piece eg 
green land in the district 
has been covered by gipsy 
caravans ’ 

The leader went on to 
sum hi* cununacits U p u 
absolute driver from 
someone who ought to 
know better 

He said "It is an 
absolute red herring to 
suggest dewl«»pnmnts by 
travellers art dealt with 
any dlftfiBuT to (host of 
the settled community 
Action against a settled 
resident who tried to set 
up a mobile home on 
green bell »» U 

being completed this 









